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4.13. MAF  REGULATION 360  
(8/12/2003)  

 

Regulations on National Protected Area 
Management, Aquatic Animals and 
Wildlife  



Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity 

 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry No. 0360/AF.2003 
 Vientiane, 8 December 2003 
 
 

NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION AREAS,  
AQUATIC AND WILD LIFE 

MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS 
 
 

̇ Based on the Forestry Law 01-96 of 11 October 1996, 
̇ Based on the Prime Minister’s Decree 198/PM dated 15 November 1999 on the 

implementation of the Forestry Law, 
 

The Minister of Agriculture and Forestry issues the following regulation: 
 

Section 1 
General Provisions 

 
Article 1: Purposes 
 
 The purposes of this regulation are: 

1. To set the rules, principles and measures to be applied in relation with the 
establishment, management and use of all categories of forest land included in 
reserve forests, and the rights and obligations of Lao citizens in preserving reserve 
forests, aquatic and wild life. 

2.  To preserve the sustainable existence of reserve forests, aquatic and wild life, 
biodiversity, ecological balance and natural biodiversity reproduction, and to ensure 
beautiful forests and sceneries appropriate for conservation, promotion of eco-
tourism and scientific educational, research and experimental purposes. 

3. To preserve areas of geographical, historical and cultural importance. 
4. To ensure implementation consistent with forest reserves, aquatic and wild life 

preservation agreements entered jointly with neighboring countries and at the 
international level. 

 
Article 2: Ownership of Reserve Forests, Aquatic and Wild Life 
 
 Reserve forests, aquatic and wild life are the property of the national community, 

which is represented by the State in their countrywide centralized and unified 
management for the preservation of their wealth and increase of aquatic and wild 
life. 

 
Article 3: Obligations in the Preservation of Reserve Forests, Aquatic and Wild Life 
 
 Persons, public and private organizations have the obligation to preserve forests, 

forest resources, forest land, water sources, wild and aquatic life and the 
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environment, and participate to the protection and prevention of forest fires and 
destruction of forest fires in reserve forests in any way. 

 
Article 4: Definitions 
 
 NBCAs are forests and forestland which establishment into NBCAs has been 

approved by the Prime Minister and categorized for the preservation of animal 
species and plant varieties, nature and things of biological, historical, cultural, 
tourism, environmental, educational and scientific research value. 

 
 Restricted areas are forests and forestland providing habitat, living and reproduction 

sites for animals and a wealth of plant species, where forestry activities, forest 
produce gathering, including the removal of animal and plant species are strictly 
forbidden unless specially authorized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
only. 

 
 Managed use areas are forest areas or forestland adjoining or neighboring restricted 

areas, which the population may make limited use in wood exploitation, gathering of 
forestry produces and hunting. The population previously inhabiting the reserve 
forests may carry out different activities and use forest resources in accordance with 
the rules and regulations, management plans and specific rules aiming at ensuring the 
sustainable use of forestry resources in such areas and the efficient preservation of 
reserve forests. 

 
 Corridors are alignments or forestland used as passageway by animals between 

reserve forests or between reserve forests and other categories of forests and aiming 
at preserving the existence and reproduction of wild life. Hunting, tree felling, 
forestry or other activities in these areas likely to impede or destroy such passage are 
forbidden. 

 
 Buffer zones are forest areas and forestland surrounding reserve forests and 

corridors. They are established to protect reserve forests from encroachment. 
Customary activities and use of forest resources in these areas for household 
consumption in strict accordance with the regulations are permitted, such as 
sustainable forest produces gathering, tourism, cultivation and animal husbandry, 
plantation and others. The different activities in buffer zones require approval from 
the local administrative authorities or from the organizations concerned. 

 
 Ecological system is the mutual relationship between living and non-living elements 

of a particular natural environment. 
 
 Biodiversity covers all living things, including all species of fauna and flora, the 

natural biological wealth which includes the habitat of fauna, flora, people and 
components of species. 

 
 Restricted animal species are rare, near extinct, high value, especially important wild 

and aquatic life in socio-economic and natural environment terms. 
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 Managed animal species are wild and aquatic life that may be found in substantial 
number in the nature and which the plural-ethnic population may still consume for 
their livelihood according to the customs and within specified seasons, and that are 
not near extinct. 

 
 Reserve bays are certain portions of streams, rivers and naturally occurring water 

bodies and designated as such by individuals, collectives and village administrative 
authorities for the purpose of preserving the habitats and reproduction of aquatic 
life. Any use of aquatic resources in such areas must comply with the outlined 
regulations. 

 
 Hunting restricted season is the period from May 1st to October 31st of each year, 

which is the season where wild and aquatic life has the opportunity and conditions 
for natural reproduction. 

 
 Possession is the ownership of plants, wild and aquatic animals, including 

parts of wild and aquatic animals, for the purpose of their reproduction, 
rearing, use, trade and scientific studies and research. 

 
Section 2 

Establishment of NBCAs 
 

Article 5: NBCA Establishment Procedures 
 
 The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry coordinates the full documentation 

required to apply for the establishment of NBCAs with the provincial, municipal and 
special zone authorities for submission to the Prime Minister. 

 Technical documents relating to applications for the establishment of NBCAs 
include: 

̇ Report of initial site and socio-economic survey of villages within and around 
the NBCA. 

̇ Maps of a minimum scale of 1:100,000 or 1:50,000 indicating locations and 
scopes. 

̇ Report of consultations with organizations and agencies concerned and likely 
to be affected by the NBCA’s establishment. 

 
Article 6: Provisional Management of NBCAs 
 

Following the submission of justifying technical documents to apply for the 
establishment of a NBCA, pending the approval, provisional management shall be 
ensured and no forestry activities likely to contravene the laws and regulations shall 
be allowed in the NBCA’s area. At the same time, the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry shall notify the province, Vientiane City and special zone Agriculture and 
Forestry Departments to carry out the NBCA’s provisional management. 
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Article 7: NBCA Area Modification Procedures 
 

In the case the area of an NBCA is required, the provincial, Vientiane City and 
special zone Agriculture and Forestry Departments shall submit the rationales, 
coordinates and areas requiring modifications and relating to the NBCA’s 
management plan. At the same time, unanimous approval shall be required from the 
district and provincial administrative authorities concerned. The proposal for 
modification shall then be submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
which shall review and provide comments for the Prime Minister’s consideration and 
approval. 
 

Article 8: Established NBCA Countrywide 
 

The Lao PDR currently has 20 NBCAs covering a total area of 3,310,200 hectares 
and include: 
 
No. NBCA Province Area (Ha)
1.  Phoo Dendin NBCA Phongsaly 222,000
2.  Nam Ha NBCA Luang Namtha 222,400
3.  Nam Et NBCA Huaphan 170,000
4.  Phoo Luey NBCA Luang Prabang, Huaphan, 

Xiengkhuang 
150,000

5.  Nam Sam NBCA Huaphan 70,000
6.  Nam Puy NBCA Sayabouly 191,200
7.  Phoo Phanang NBCA Vientiane City, Vientiane Province 70,000
8.  Phoo Khao Khuay 

NBCA 
Vientiane City, Vientiane province, 
Bolikhamsay 

200,000

9.  Namkading NBCA Bolikhamsay 169,000
10.  Phoo Hinpoon NBCA Khammuan 150,000
11.  Nakay-Nam Theun 

NBCA 
Khammuan, Bolikhamsay 353,200

12.  Hin Nammo NBCA Khammuan 82,000
13.  Phoo Sang He NBCA Savannakhet 109,900
14.  Dongphoovieng 

NBCA 
Savannakhet 197,000

15.  Sebangnuan NBCA Savannakhet, Salavan 150,000
16.  Sesap NBCA Salavan, Sekong 133,500
17.  Phoo Siengthong 

NBCA 
Salavan, Champassak 120,000

18.  Donghuasao NBCA Champassak 110,000
19.  Dong Amphan NBCA Attapeu 200,000
20.  Sepien NBCA Champassak, Attapeu 240,000
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Article 9: Classification of Forest Resources Conservation Areas 
 

Forest resources conservation areas in Lao PDR are classified in 4 categories: 
1. Protected forests, which include forests and forestland classified as 

such for the purpose of protecting water sources, preventing soil 
erosion, strategic defense zones, preventing natural disasters, 
preserving the environment and others. 

2. Natural parks include forests and forestland classified as such for 
ecological system preservation, scientific research, socio-cultural and 
recreational purposes. 

3. Natural sources preservation forests are forest reserved for the 
preservation of rare and near extinct animal and plant species, natural 
balance and geographical beauty. 

4. Reserve forests are forests and forestland that have largely kept their 
pristine natural systems and have been classified as such to protect 
and regenerate the bio-diversity. 

 
Section 3 

Management of NBCAs 
 

Article 10: Distinction of Areas within NBCAs 
 

Each type of reserve forest are divided into restricted areas and areas where 
use is managed. Where necessary and appropriate, corridors may be 
established between NBCAs or between an NBCA and other types of forests. 
Buffer zones may be situated around NBCAs and corridors over an area 
dictated by the geographic conditions. 
Areas under managed use may further be divided into several zones based on 
forestland management and land allocated to villages located within and 
around NBCAs, such as: 
1. Village areas are areas previously inhabited by the local population and 

recognized as such by the local administrative authorities and where the 
local population has erected buildings, schools, hospitals, dispensaries, 
temples and dwellings. 

2. Village agricultural areas are areas allocated specifically to the villages 
located within or around NBCAs for production, such as cultivation and 
animal husbandry and recognized as such by the administrative and 
sectoral authorities concerned in compliance with the rules and principles. 

3. Village consumption areas are forests allocated for the local population‘s 
customary use, such as for household consumption, forest produces 
gathering, hunting of certain animal species and others, provided such 
consumption does not severely affect the nature. Village consumption 
areas must be recognized by the administrative authorities and managed 
under an agreement between the villages and the NBCA based on 
management plans and technical rules. 

4. Village reserve forests are forests and forestland located within areas 
specifically designated for management by the villages in accordance with 
the outlined village land allocation regulations for conservation or nature 
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regeneration, historical and cultural purposes, such as village reserve and 
protected forests, sacred forests and others and recognized as such by the 
local administrative authorities. 

 
Article 11: Adoption of and Modification to Zones within NBCAs 
 

The adoption and modification of zones within NBCAs and division of zones within 
NBCAs under Article 10 of this Regulation is performed by the NBCA Management 
Unit in coordination with the District Agriculture and Forestry Office and other 
authorities. Following joint surveys, a proposal is submitted to the province, 
Vientiane City and special zone Agriculture and Forestry Department, which shall 
review and submit its comments to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. In the 
case of modification to the area of the 4 sub-zones within areas under managed use, 
prior approval shall be required from the Director of the province, Vientiane City 
and special zone Agriculture and Forestry Department will suffice. 
 

Article 12: Surveys and Management of Established NBCAs 
 

The forest survey and planning unit and the forest resources conservation unit of the 
Forestry Department, in coordination with the province, Vientiane City and special 
zone Forestry Division, shall carry out a survey of the forests and forestland 
conditions, socio-economic conditions, historical and cultural sites, bio-diversity and 
others, and shall develop a feasibility study report as reference for the NBCA’s 
management plans. 
 

Article 13: NBCA Management Plan 
 

Before developing an NBCA management plan, the Forestry Department, in 
coordination with the province Agriculture and Forestry Department and the local 
administrative authorities, shall organize an NBCA management unit that will be 
responsible for planning the NBCA’s management with the participation of the 
village administrative authorities, the District Agriculture and Forestry Office, the 
province, Vientiane City and special zone Forestry Division, and other parties 
concerned. Such plan shall be based on the feasibility study carried out by the survey 
and management unit under Article 12 and shall be effective for a period of 10 years. 
The NBCA management plan shall include: 

̇ A master plan for the management of the NBCA divided into short, medium 
and long terms. 

̇ Annual action plan covering the NBCA management plan of each district 
related to the NBCA and covering activities, human and financial resources. 

 
Article 14: Adoption of NBCA Management Plans 
 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry shall consider and approve NBCA 
management plans submitted by province, Vientiane City and special zone 
Agriculture and Forestry Departments based on the review and recommendations of 
the Forestry Department. 
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Article 15: Criteria of NBCA, Aquatic and Wild Life Management Officers 
 

NBCA, aquatic and wild life management officers shall be officers from province, 
Vientiane City and special zone Forestry Divisions or from district Forestry Units, 
village administrative authorities and village organizations with the required 
experience in conservation, discipline, work methods, active, strong health and 
records void of previous acts of destruction to forest resources and other offences. 
 

Article 16: Restrictions in the Management of NBCAs 
 

1. The exploitation of any type of wood and mineral, the construction of water 
reserves and other works and roads, gathering of forest produces, hunting, 
removal of plant and animal species, and any other type of forestry activities are 
forbidden in the restricted areas and corridors. 

2. Any retention, transaction of land area, immigration, clearing and extension of 
rice fields, shifting cultivation and others are forbidden within reserve forests and 
corridors. 

3. The exploitation, excavation or removal of artifacts of high historical and cultural 
value from reserve forests unless authorized by the Government. 

4. The disposal of wastes and toxic substances that would be hazardous for the 
forests, wild and aquatic life and the environment is strictly forbidden in reserve 
forests and corridors. 

 
Section 4 

Management of Wild and Aquatic Life 
 

Article 17: Classification of Wild and Aquatic Life Species in Lao PDR 
 

Wild and aquatic life in Lao PDR is classified into 2 categories by order of 
importance in terms of management and distribution of species: 
1. Restricted wild and aquatic life, List I 
2. Managed wild and aquatic life, List II 
̇ Restricted wild and aquatic life (List I) refer to rare and near extinct wild 

and aquatic life with high value and special socio-economic and 
environmental importance for the country. These species are strictly 
managed and any activity relating to them requires approval from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 

̇ Managed wild and aquatic life (List II) refer to wild and aquatic life 
species that may be widely reproduced in natural surroundings. The pluri-
ethnic population may use such species for their customary livelihood in a 
non-mass destructive manner under the regulations set out by 
government. 

̇ The adoption and modification of each list of wild and aquatic life: Any 
modification and inclusion of wild and aquatic life species into List I or II 
shall be examined and submitted by the Forestry Department to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’s consideration. 

 



 8

Article 18: List of Restricted Wild and Aquatic Life Species (List I) 
 

No. Lao name English name Scientific name 
Mammals 

1.  He NO Diao 
(kasoo) 

Lesser One-Horned 
Rhinoceros 

Rhinoceros sondaicus 

2.  He songno Asian Two-Horned 
Rhinoceros 

Dicerohinus sumatresis 

3.  Ngau Ba Kouprey Bos sauveli 
4.  Sang Asian elephant Elephas maximus 
5.  Khuay pa Wild water buffalo Bulablus arnee 
6.  Ngua pa Banteng Bos javanicus 
7.  Muey – Kathing Gaur Bos gaurus 
8.  Muay Sunbear Ursus malayanus 
9.  Mee khuay Asiatic black bear Ursus thibetanus 
10.  Mee deng Red panda Ailurus fulgens 
11.  Sua khong Tiger Panthera tigris 
12.  Suadao Leopard Panthera pardus 
13.  Suatakoot Clouded leopard Pardofelis marmorata 
14.  Sua fa Asian golden cat Catopuma temmincki 
15.  Sua meolay hin on Marble cat Felis marmorat 
16.  La Ong/Mang Eld-deer Cervus eldii 
17.  Say (Kuang say) Hog deer Axis porcinus 
18.  Nyuang pha Longtailed goral Naemorhedus caudatus 
19.  Nyuang Southern serow Naemorhedus 

sumatrensis 
20.  Moo nguang Asian tapir Tapirus indivus 
21.  Khadeng Redshanked douc 

langur 
Pygathrix nemaeus 

22.  Thanee khen khao Whitehanded gibbon Hylobates lar 
23.  Thanee phom chook Pileated gibbon Hylobates pileated 
24.  Thanee kem dam Blackcheeked grested 

gibbon 
Hylobates concolor 

25.  Thanee kem khao Whitecheeked grested 
gibbon 

Hylobates leucogenys 

26.  Khong Francol langur Presbytis cristatus 
27.  Khang Silvered langur Presbytis cristatus 
28.  Kuang dao Spotted deer Cervus Nippon 
29.  Saola Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis 
30.  Fan khao nyay Large antlered muntjac Munidacus vuquangensis
31.  Banglua Giant flying squirrel Petaurista spp. 
32.  Naknam khonlieb Smooth coated otter Lutrogole perspicillata 
33.  Naknam lepsan Oriental small clawed 

otter 
Aonyx cinerea 

34.  Pakha Irrawady dolphin Orcaella Brevirotris 
Reptiles 
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35. Khe Siamese crocodile Crocodylus siamensis 
36 Taokham Chinese three striped 

box turtle 
Cuora trifasciata 

 Ngoo chong ang Kong cobra Phiophgus Hannah 
38. Ngoo lam Rock python Python molurus molurus
39. Ngoo luam Reticulated python Python reticulates 

Birds 
40. Nok nyung Green peafowl Pavo muticus 
41. Nok kokkham Great hornbill Bucerus bicornis 
42. Nok kok kho kham Rufous necked hornbill Aceros nipalensis 
43. Nok kokka Wreathed hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus 
44. Heng khokham White backed vulture Gyps bengalensis 
45. Heng huadeng Redheaded vulture Saycogyps calvus 
46. Nok Voovao/ 

Nyung thong 
Crested argus Rheinardia ocellata 

47. Nok Petka pikkhao Whitewinged duck Cairina scutulata 
48. Nok khien Sarus crane Grus antigone 
49. Nok kabbua Painted stork Ibis leucocephala 
50. Nok Oomlua Giant ibis Pseudibis gigantean 
51. Kay khualuang Silver pheasant Lophura nycthemera 
52. Kai khuanin Siamese fireback Lophura diardi 
53. Nok kasa khokhao Woollynecked stork  Ciconia episcopus 
54. Nok kasumseng Greater adjutant Lepttolos dubius 
55. Nok khokan White ibis Threskiornis 

melanoceppharus 
56. Nok khiti Brown wood owl Strix leptogrammica 

Fish 
57. Palai fayfa  Anguilla marmorata 

 
Article 19: Managed Wild and Aquatic Life Species (List II) 
 

No. Lao name English name Scientific name 
Mammals 

1.  Lin Pangolin Manis javanicus 
2.  Machok Jackal Canis aureus 
3.  Kay Lesser mouse deer Tragulus javanicus 
4.  Men Porcupine Hystrix brachyura 
5.  Fan dong Giant muntjack Megamuntiacus 

vuqangensis 
6.  Kuang Sambar deer Cervus unicolor 
7.  Ling Monkeys Macaca spp. 

Reptiles 
8.  Hie Water monitor Varanus salvator 
9.  Katang  Calotes spp. 
10.  Tao ngap dam Asian box turtle Cuora emboiensis 
11.  Tao Ngap Pheung Indochinese box turtle Cuora galbinifrons 
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12.  Tao kuy/poulou/len Bid headed turtle Platysternon 
megacephalum 

13.  Tao vay Giant Asian pond 
turtle 

Heoseys grandis 

14.  Tao kon Yellow headed temple Hiereys annandalii 
15.  Tao samsan Malayan snail eating 

turtle 
Malayemys subtrijuga 

16.  Tao samlien kong Keeled box turtle Pyxidea mouhotii 
17.  Tao Huasita Four-eyed turtle Sacalia quadriocellata 
18.  Tao phek Elonmgated tortoise Indotestudo elongate 
19.  Tai Pheung, duay Impressed tortoise Manauria impressa 
20.  Pa fa Soft shell tortoise Amyda spp. 
21.  Ngoo hao Monocled cobra Naja kaouthia 

Fish 
22.  Pa kueng  Mystus microphtalmus 
23.  Pa fa lay  Amphostistius laosensis 

Birds 
24.  Nok keng Oriental pied hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris 
25.  Nok keng si namtan Brown hornbill Ptilolaemus tickelli 
26.  Nok salika Hill myna Gracula religiosa 
27.  Nok kho ngoo Oriental darter Anhinga melanogaster 
28.  Nok kangkod Grey peacock pheasant Polyplectron bicalcaratum 
29.  Nok Khek tao Red breasted parakeet Prittacula spp. 
30.  Nok 

huakhuan/salay 
Woodpecker Picus spp. 

31.  Nok keo Parakeets Psittacula spp. 
32.  Nok petlay Garganey Anas querquedula 
33.  Nok khaotoo Spotted pecked dove Strepalia tranmquebarica 
34.  Nok kasa deng Purple heron Ardea purpurea 
35.  Nok khao Owls Glaucidium spp. 
36.  Nok tebte Reawattled lapwing Vanellus indicus 
37.  Leo Imperial eagle Aquilla heliaca 

 
Article 20: Possession, Use, Export and Transit of Wild and Aquatic Life in Lao PDR 
 

̇ The Government promotes reproduction and rearing of certain wild and 
aquatic life species by individuals and organizations for conservation and 
as enterprise for supply to the domestic society and export. The Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry shall consider issuing permits in compliance 
with the Lao and international laws and regulations. 

̇ The possession of restricted wild and aquatic life species is forbidden, 
except for scientific purpose, research or reproduction, which shall require 
approval from the Government. Individuals and organizations previously 
possessing such species shall apply for permits and register with the 
relevant state organizations as recommended by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry. 
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̇ Any removal of managed wild and aquatic life species shall require 
authorizations, such as: 

o From one village to another, authorization from the village 
administrative authorities concerned and from the district 
Agriculture and Forestry Office. 

o From one district to another, authorization from the district 
Agriculture and Forestry Offices concerned and from the province, 
Vientiane City and special zone Agriculture and Forestry 
Department. 

o From one province to another, authorization from the province, 
Vientiane City and special zone Agriculture and Forestry 
Departments concerned and from the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

̇ Any import, export and transit of wild and aquatic life species included in 
Lists I and II shall be processed as follows: 

o In the case of restricted wild and aquatic life species described in 
List I of the Lao PDR and List I of CITES, no import, export and 
transit for commercial purposes shall be permitted, except for 
scientific, research or reproduction purposes. 

o Import permits issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
certificates of reproduction or rearing, certificates of origin, 
certificates of health, agreements between importers, exporters and 
transiters shall be required. In addition, certificates from the 
CITES unit of the country of origin and member of the CITES 
organization shall also be required. 

̇ Trade: 
No commercial transactions of wild and aquatic life species described in 
List I or List II will be permitted. In the case of managed aquatic and wild 
life species described in List II for which certificates are issued for 
reproduction and rearing, transactions will be permitted provided such 
transactions comply with the laws and regulations of the Lao PDR. 
 

Article 21: Countrywide Restrictions in the Management of Wild and Aquatic Life 
 

̇ Hunting and fishing of restricted wild and aquatic life species (List I) in 
any season is strictly forbidden unless authorized by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry for scientific research and to protect humans and 
agricultural crops from destruction by such animals. 

̇ Hunting and fishing of managed wild and aquatic life species (List II) 
during the hunting restriction season is strictly forbidden. 

̇ Catching or hunting any wild and aquatic life species with young suckling 
and pregnant animals in any season is forbidden. 

̇ The use of exterminating equipments and methods in hunting and 
catching wild and aquatic life species is forbidden, such as: 

o Explosives, chemical or toxic substances 
o Electricity and blasts 
o Any type of warfare weapon, … 
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o Nets, catches, traps and any other means impeding the animals’ 
reproduction. 

̇ Violent activities affecting the wild and aquatic life population and habitat 
are forbidden. 

 
Section 5 

NBCA Development Fund 
 

Article 22: Location and Sources of NBCA Development Fund 
 

1. Location of the fund: The NBCA Development Fund may be an independent 
unit as provided under Article 47 of the Forestry Law or may be part of the 
National Environment Fund. 

2. Sources of the Fund: To ensure the efficient preservation of forestry resources, 
wild and aquatic life, water sources and the environment within NBCAs, the 
Government shall establish an NBCA Development Fund, which will be 
supplied with: 
̇ The national budget 
̇ NBCA access fees 
̇ Fines collected on breaches to NBCA rules 
̇ Taxes or maintenance fees collected from enterprises or commercial activities 

carried out in NBCAs, such as construction of hydropower dams, production 
of documentaries, photographs and other activities authorized by the 
Government within NBCAs. 

̇ Contributions by individuals, collectives, social organizations, international 
organizations and others. 

 
Article 23: Use of the NBCA Development Fund 
 

The NBCA Development Fund shall be used specifically for activities relating to the 
management and administration of NBCAs only, and more particularly for the 
preservation of water sources, wild and aquatic life and the environment within 
NBCAs, the dissemination of laws and regulations, training, promotion and awards 
as described under Article 27 of this Regulation. 
 

Section 6 
Mandate of State Organizations in the Management of  

NBCAs, Wild and Aquatic Life 
 

Article 24: Mandate of the Forestry department (Forestry Resources Conservation Unit) 
 

The Forestry Department’s principal functions in the management of NBCAs, wild 
and aquatic life include: 
1. Assist the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in the development of strategies, 

policy programs and policies of the party and government into programs, 
projects and regulations for the management of NBCAs, wild and aquatic life 
countrywide. 
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2. Carry out scientific and technical research and implement technical norms 
relating to the management and use of NBCAs, wild and aquatic life, examine 
and provide opinions on activities carried out in NBCAs. 

3. Study strict measures and implementing methods relating to the management of 
NBCAs approved by the Government throughout the country, and consider and 
recommend the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry to request the 
Government’s approval to modify the scope of NBCAs. 

4. Study and research on wild and aquatic life in NBCAs in relation with which 
there is scare information, and set up, improve, monitor and control lists of wild 
and aquatic life species to be submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry for approval and assess impact on forestry resources, wild and aquatic 
life countrywide. 

5. Strictly supervise and control the export, import and trade of wild and aquatic 
life. 

6. Request the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry to issue authorizations, 
document and gather information, such as studies, and authorizing individuals, 
companies and enterprises to raise and reproduce near extinct wild and aquatic 
life species for their preservation. 

7. Issue recommendations and notices on activities celebrating the national fish 
release and wild and aquatic life preservation day on 13 July to raise the pluri-
ethnic population’s awareness in the preservation of wild and aquatic life and the 
environment. 

8. Outline plans and budgets, manage and use budgets to develop forests and 
conservation activities to preserve wild and aquatic life. 

9. Manage and keep information on commercial activities relating to wild and 
aquatic life, all types of hunting weapons, including information on issued 
hunting weapon licenses and permits, and records on awards and sanctions. 

10. Develop international cooperation in exchanging technical and scientific 
information; obtain international financial assistance for training and upgrading 
of technical skills in the management of NBCAs, wild and aquatic life in Lao 
PDR. 

 
Article 25: Mandate of the Province, Vientiane City and Special Zone Forestry Divisions 
 

The province, Vientiane City and special zone Forestry Divisions’ major functions in 
the management of NBCAs, wild and aquatic life cover: 
1. Directly assist the province, Vientiane City and special zone Agriculture and 

Forestry Departments and the Forestry Department in guiding, planning, 
controlling and organize the hierarchical and functional macro-level management 
of NBCAs, wild and aquatic life. 

2. Coordinate the preservation of forests, wild and aquatic life in NBCAs with the 
local authorities concerned. 

3. Examine and make recommendations to the province, Vientiane City and special 
zone Agriculture and Forestry Departments and the Forestry Department on 
activities in NBCAs and modification of NBCAs. 

4. Organize NBCA management units and guide the district Forestry Units in the 
management and registration of restricted and managed wild and aquatic life 
species under customary possession and rearing. 
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5. Coordinate with all social groups to enhance the pluri-ethnic people’s awareness 
in the protection and preservation of forests, wild and aquatic life. 

6. Monitor and control illicit trade of wild and aquatic life, implement awards and 
sanctions particularly within the territory under their responsibility and report to 
the province, Vientiane City, special zone Forestry Departments and the Forestry 
Department. 

7. Report activities for the preservation of NBCAs, wild and aquatic life on a 
quarterly, semi-annual, annual basis and set quarterly and annual work plans to 
the province, Vientiane City and special zone Forestry Departments and the 
Forestry Ministry. 

8. Disseminate forestry resources, wild and aquatic life preservation manuals. 
9. Manage and register all types of hunting weapons. 
10. In coordination with the Forestry Department and the Agriculture and Forestry 

Research Institute, carry out surveys and studies in relation with wild and aquatic 
life in NBCAs for which information is scarce. 

 
Article 26: Mandate of the NBCA Management Units 
 

NBCA Management Units’ major functions in the management of NBCAs, wild and 
aquatic life cover: 
1. Assist the district Agriculture and Forestry Offices, province, Vientiane City, 

special zone Agriculture and Forestry Departments and the Forest Resources 
Conservation Unit in organizing the actual management of NBCAs, wild and 
aquatic life, and more particularly programs, projects, plans, decisions, rules, 
instructions, notices and recommendations set out by the province, Vientiane 
City, special zone Forestry Departments. 

2. In charge of organizing strict village-level management and preservation of 
NBCA forests, wild and aquatic life. 

3. Monitor, control and restrict unlawful hunting and trade of wild and aquatic life. 
4. In coordination with villages, develop specific regulations for the protection of 

reserve bays under their responsibilities. 
5. Study and give recommendations on activities within NBCAs. Study and set rates 

for the use of NBCAs, such as tourism, water for the production of electricity 
and others for submission to higher authorities and modification of NBCAs. 

6. Advertise, educate the local population to ensure understanding and assimilation 
of the importance and utility of water sources, wild and aquatic life and the 
natural environment within NBCAs under their responsibilities for the purpose 
of bringing the population to participate to the management of NBCAs. 

7. Gather and keep information on illicit trade of wild and aquatic life, 
conservation, awards and sanctions, and report to the district Agriculture and 
Forestry Office, province Forestry Divisions and the Forest Resources 
Conservation Unit. 

8. Disseminate manuals on the preservation of forests, wild and aquatic life and 
apply strict and vigorous sanctions. 

9. Take the lead in countering illicit tree felling, forest burning and restricting any 
act of destruction against forest resources, wild and aquatic life, water sources 
and the environment in NBCAs in a timely manner. 
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10. Report all activities under their responsibilities on a regular basis to the district 
Agriculture and Forestry Offices, province Forestry Divisions and the Forest 
Resources Conservation Unit. 

 
Section 7 

Awards and Sanctions 
 

Article 27: Awards 
 

1. Prominent achievements by individuals or organizations in the preservation and 
development of forest resources, water sources, wild and aquatic life and the 
natural environment, in the restriction of acts damaging reserve forests, wild and 
aquatic life, will be praised and granted appropriate benefits. 

2. Individuals participating to the preservation of reserve forests, wild and aquatic 
life, and suffering loss of assets or physical injuries when restricting breaches to 
this regulation, will be compensated and given due care under the social welfare 
rules set by the Government. 

 
Article 28: Sanctions 
 

1. Educational measures will be applied in the case of first breach of restrictions 
mentioned under Articles 16 and 17 of this regulation and causing damage valued 
at less than Kips 50,000. 

2. Fines will be applied in the case of first breach to the provisions of Articles 16 
and 17 of this regulation. Fines at the rate of two-folds of the damage valued at 
between Kips 50,000 to Kips 500,000 in the case of second breach causing 
damage less than Kips 50,000. 

3. Criminal sanctions will be applied in the case of first breach to restrictions 
contained in Articles 16 and 17 of this regulation. A prison term ranging from 3 
months to 5 years and fines of two-folds the incurred damage valued over Kips 
500,000 or in the case of third offence and over entailing each time a loss of no 
more than Kips 500,000. 

 
Section8 

Final Provisions 
 

Article 29: Implementing Arrangement 
All ministries, equal ranking agencies, provinces, Vientiane City, special zone, all 
economic sectors, including individuals and organizations, shall acknowledge and 
encourage the strict implementation of this regulation. 
 

Article 30: Effectiveness 
This regulation is effective from the day it is signed and replaces Regulation 
0524/AF dated 07 June 2001. Any decisions and regulations previously issued by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and inconsistent with this regulation are 
superseded. 

For the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 
Sitaheng Rasphon 
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