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NEWS RELEASE 

– NAM THEUN RIVER SUCCESSFULLY DIVERTED – 
 

Khamkeut District, 4 March 2006 - More than 100 Lao senior officials, led by H.E. Dr. 
Thongloun Sisoulith, Deputy Prime Minister, and accompanied by H.E. Mr. Rathakit 
Manathat, Ambassador of the Royal Thai Government, H.E. Maurice Portiche, Ambassador 
of France, and Project officials, gathered today at the dam site of the Nam Theun 2 
Hydroelectric Project in the Khammouan Province of Laos, to celebrate the successful 
diversion of the Nam Theun River. This major milestone of the Project construction occurred 
approximately 9 months after the beginning of the Project construction activities last June. 

The diversion is made through an approximately 200 m long tunnel constructed alongside 
the river on its left bank and has a maximum flow capacity of 500 m3 per second. It will dry 
the Nam Theun River bed on an equivalent length until next wet season in June, thereby 
allowing for the construction of a coffer dam protecting the construction area for the 
construction of the main dam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In addition to the building of the dam, the Project construction activities include the Power 
Station and Downstream Channel in the Gnommalat plain, the Water Intake facilities on the 
Nakai Plateau, tunneling of the Power Conduits through the escarpment. To date, the 
construction of the Nam Theun 2 Project is approximately [10%] completed. 
 
On the social side, NTPC and the Government have begun to implement substantive 
resettlement and social development activities, ahead of the reservoir impounding scheduled 
in mid 2008. A transitional phase is considered during which people from the total 17 villages 
to be resettled (~6,200 people) will collaborate with the Project’s resettlement facilitators, 
giving a lot of emphasize on sustainable livelihood development.  Depending on their 
location on the Nakai Plateau, People will either remain in their old villages or progressively 
move to their new villages to participate in their development as they choose. The Project 
will also provide for rice and protein needs during that period, and villagers will actively 
benefit from wage labor paid as part of village’s development. 
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From the second half of 2009, Nam Theun 2 will begin generating almost 5,700 Gwh of 
electricity to Thailand, 300 Gwh of electricity to Laos, and an average US$ 80 million of cash 
revenues to the Government. 
 
The Nam Theun 2 Power Company Ltd (NTPC) was established on 28 August 2002 as a 
limited company incorporated under the laws of the Lao PDR to develop, finance, own and 
operate the Nam Theun 2 Project. Its shareholders are:  

·  35% - EDF International (EDFI), a subsidiary of Electricité de France 

·  25% - Lao Holding State Enterprise (LHSE), a company fully owned by the 
Government of the Lao PDR 

·  25% - Electricity Generating Public Company Limited (EGCO) of Thailand 

·  15% - Italian-Thai Development Public Company Limited (ITD) of Thailand 

For more information, please consult NTPC website and NTPC first Semi-Annual Progress 
Report on www.namtheun2.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts:  
Nam Theun 2 Power Company( NTPC) 
Unit 09,  That Luang Road, Xaisettha District 
P.O. Box 5862 
Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Tel.: +856 21 263900 
Email: info@namtheun2.com 

Market at the Pilot Village – Ban Nongboua – 
Nakai Plateau 

Construction of houses at the Oudomsouk 
Resettlement Area – Nakai  


